
Why is diversity important?

flavor • texture • shape • color • size • disease resistance • adaptability • culinary use

SEED TRADE CENSUS 
Directory of Commercial Open-Pollinated Varieties in the United States 2020

®

Discover the 
diversity of form 

and flavor

Locate varieties 
for your region 

or growing system

Identify open-
pollinated 

breeding material

The most up-to-
date statistical 
data available

Utilize market 
trends to 

cultivate your 
business

The Seed Trade Census series has tracked vegetable variety diversity since 1984! 

18,142 unique varieties in 2020, offered by 399 seed companies

Most varieties are 
at risk of easily 

disappearing from 
the United States 
seed trade. Only 

14% of varieties are 
offered by five or 

more companies as 
of 2020. 

The only way to keep open-pollinated varieties alive 
is to grow them! Patronize the seed companies that 

offer them, in person or online.

Become a vital link in seed preservation!

Crops with a notable increase or decrease
1981        2020

+2,550%

+1,567%

+824%

+808%

-60%

-53%

-25%

-14%

Quinoa

Garlic

Tomato 

Pepper

Cauliflower 

Cabbage

Turnip 

Beet
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Questions? 
Contact us at census@seedsavers.org.
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